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Portrait  of  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  a  Chinese 
Lady  Artist  in  Embroidery. 
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The    Original    of    the    Embroidered 

Portrait   of  Jesus,  a   reproduction  of 

a   famous   Italian   painting  on    a 

post-card  (5"  x  3",  oval  in  shape). 
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Portrait  of  Jesus  on  Crucification,  embroidered  by  Mrs.  Yu  Shen- 
Bheo,  China  (2l"x  15",  oval  in  shape,  ralue  *  13,000). 
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Wooden  Frame  of  the  Portrait  of  Jesus  (53"  X  42/r.  inlaid  with  gold  and  silver, 
exhibited  in  the  Arts  Building). 


Photograph  of  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  completing  hex  work  on 
the  Portrait,  of  Jesus  after  her  recovery  from  weakness  of  brain 
during1  the  last  month  of  her  work. 


PORTRAIT    OF    JESUS    ON 
CRUCIFICATION 

1.  This  portrait  was  designed  and 
embroidered  by  Mrs.  Yn  Shen-sheo,  Soo- 
chow.   China. 

2.  The  work  was  begun  in  July  1913 
and  completed  in  August  1914. 

3.  The  floss-silk  used  in  this  piece  of 
embroidery  represents    111    colors.      All   of 
them  may  be  seen  in  the  horizontal  beam 
of  the  cross. 

4.  No  two  fibres  in  the  horizontal 
beam  are  of  the  same  color.  The  shades 
of  111  colors  may  not  be  discerned  with 
ease  at  first,  but  they  will  be  seen  on 
careful  examination. 

5.  The  complete  work  was  done  stitch 
by  stitch  with  colored  floss-silk.      There  is 


no  color  added  by  retouching  after  the  work 
was  completed. 

(>.  The  portrait  is  oval  in  shape.  Its 
dimensions  are  twenty-one  and  half  by  six- 
teen inches.  The  dimensions  of  its  wooden 
frame  are  fifty-four  by  forty  inches. 

7.  The  design  was  modeled  after  a 
small  reprint  (5  by  3  inches)  of  a  famous 
painting.  The  reprint  was  first  enlarged 
and  copied  on  the  silk  with  brush  in  faint 
Indian  ink,  and  then  the  work  of  embroider- 
ing was  carefully  executed.  Most  of  the 
floss-silk  was  dyed  by  the  embroiderer  her- 
self; only  a  very  small  part  of  it  was 
bought  from  market. 

8.  If  good  care  is  given  to  the  portrait, 
mere  exposure  to  light  will  in  no  way  spoil 
its  colors,  but  on  the  contrary  will  rather 
increase  its  artistic  effect. 


9.  In  this  piece  of  embroidery,  the 
mingling  of  various  shades  of  colors  is 
exactly  the  same  as  in  painting.  Em- 
broidering, however,  is  more  difficult  than 
painting. 

10.  The  frame  of  this  portrait  is  made 
of  Chinese  hard  wood  of  the  best  quality, 
similar  to  ebony  and  mahogany.  The  wood 
is  well  seasoned  and  will  neither  warp  nor 
crack. 

11.  The  metallic  work  on  the  frame 
is  of  genuine  gold  and  silver  threads.  It 
will  not  lose  its  brilliancy,  if  it  is  given 
proper  care. 

12.  The  following  is  an  account  of  the 
embroiderer,  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo. 


A   BRIEF   ACCOUNT    OF   MRS. 
YU    SHEN-SHEO'S   ACCOM- 
PLISHMENTS  IN   THE 
ART   OF    EMBROIDERY 

Mrs.  Yu  is  the  foremost  Chinese  lady 
artist  in  embroidery.  Her  productions  have 
won  for  her  at  different  occasions  prizes 
and  recognition  from  persons  of  the  highest 
distinction. 

In  1904  some  embroidery  work  of 
Mrs.  Yu's  design  and  make  was  presented 
by  the  authorities  in  Peking  to  the  Em- 
peror Kwangsii  and  the  Empress  Dowager. 
Her  mastery  of  the  embroidery  art  was 
given  special  recognition  in  an  Imperial 
decree  which  decorated  Mrs.  Yu  with  a 
decoration  of  the  fourth  order.  She  was 
further  favored  with  a  rare  gift  from  the 
Empress  Dowager.     Later  by  Imperial  order 


5 

Mrs.  Yu  was  sent  to  investigate  into  the 
art  of  embroidery  in  Japan.  Upon  her 
return  she  was  appointed  instructor  in 
embroidery  to  the  members  of  the  Imperial 
family. 

In  the  year  1910  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment held  its  first  National  Exposition  in 
Nanking.  Mrs.  Yu,  for  her  embroidery 
work,  was  awarded  a  first  prize.  Soon 
she  and  her  husband  were  appointed  by 
the  Chinese  Government  as  special  inves- 
tigators into  the  work  of  embroidery  in 
China. 

In  1912  a  portrait  of  the  Italian 
Emperor  and  Empress  embroidered  by  Mrs. 
Yu  was  exhibited  at  the  Intel-national 
Exposition  in  Italy.  The  work  was  judged 
to  be  worth  three  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
For  this  Mrs.  Yu  was  awarded  a  grand 
prize.     Later      when      the      portrait      was 
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presented  by  the  Chinese  Government  to 
the  Emperor  of  Italy,  the  Chinese  Emperor 
was  decorated  with  the  order  of  St.  Mary 
and  Mrs.  Yu  was  rewarded  a  gold  watch 
bearing  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Italian 
Imperial  family. 

In  the  year  1914,  Mrs.  Yu  was  invited 
to  teach  embroidery  in  the  Girls'  Industrial 
School  in  Tungchow,  which  position  she 
is   now  still  holding. 

In  view  of  her  high  attainment  in  the 
art  of  embroidery,  Mrs.  Yu  has  been 
appointed  by  H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Minister 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  a  delegate  to  the  Panama 
International  Exposition. 

Mrs.  Yu  is  now  organizing  an  embroi- 
dery institute  in  Shanghai  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  the  Chinese  lady  artists  in 
embroidery  to  bring  forth  the  best  Chinese 


talent  in  their  art  and  to  offer  to  the  world 
the  best  product  of  Chinese  embroidery. 

The  price  of  a  single  piece  of  em- 
broidery ranges  from  one  dollar  to  ten 
thousand  dollars  gold.  If  any  one  in 
America  wishes  to  be  the  sole  agent  of  this 
Institute,  Mrs.  Yu  will  be  glad  to  make  a 
contract  with  him  when  she  is  at  the 
Exposition  with  her  husband  in  1915,  or 
afterwards  to  receive  applications  at  the 
following  address  : — 

Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo, 

Girls'  Industrial  School, 

Tungchow,   Ktangsu,   ( >hina. 
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FURTHER  NOTES  ON  THE 
PORTRAIT  OF  JESUS 

This  piece  of  embroidery  was  once  ex- 
hibited  in  Tungchow,  Kiangsu.  A  number 
of  western  connoisseurs  were  asked  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  work  by  H.  E. 
Chang  Chien,  the  foremost  industrial  pro- 
moter of  China  and  the  present  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce.  All  of  them 
agreed  that  the  work  is  worth  at  least  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  face  of 
Jesus  shows  the  real  significance  of  his 
sufferings,  the  boundless  love  for  mankind. 

The  embroiderer,  however,  for  her  love 
of  Christ,  will  follow  the  example  of  the 
famous  German  artist  ("Stanbo"  of  the  city 
".Tustii/'  according  to  the  Chinese  transla- 
tion of  an  important  religious  work  pub- 
lished   by    the    Religious     Tract    Society, 
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London)  in  fixing  a  lower  price  for  the 
portrait,  the  price  of  thirteen  thousand 
dollars. 

If  in  one  of  the  greatest  churches  of 
Europe  or  America  this  portrait  can  replace 
the  lost  work  of  the  German  artist,  which 
was  destroyed  in  a  fire  some  decades  ago? 
there  will  he  certainly  no  lack  of  such 
repentent  sinners  as  the  founder  of  the 
German  Society  of  Friends  ("Sensintii," 
according  to  the  religious  work  ahove 
referred  to).  ,  What  should  we  do,  then, 
but  to  thank  God  for  having  given  to  the 
world  these  two  artists  in  the  space  of  over 
a  hundred  years  ! 


— s»«s- 


PRINTED   AT   THE   CHUNG   HWA    BOOK   CO.,   LTD., 
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Left — Decoration  of  the  Fourth  Order, 
awarded  to  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo  by  the  Em- 
peror Kwangsii  of  the  Ts'ing  Dynasty. 

Right — Gold  w#tch  hearing  the  Coat 
of  Arms  of  the  Italian  Imperial  Family, 
awarded  to  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo  by  the 
Emperor  and  Empress  of  Italy. 


Spfct*' 


#i+a*>*>frttfei4-*as*iW*s 


H 


Kl  3 

3  7    p 

$  g-crq 

o 

I  p   , 

03  P-    22. 

*  5  ^ 

©  H       3 

•J  {3-   so 


5g  B   p 

di  ^  o5 

^  n  3. 

00  O  ^ 


OQ     P 
P 


! 


<fc£ifi*tti&  1-311  JfraSW-KSMWfflKilCS^-N^ia: 


SHg$#liMfi-=-. 


#$W>i«  i  #mw»i&(im# 

i 
a          , y+-    **T      ^              ^    i-f    -f1   -0  ^ 

iv 

*                     4 

*r  X  *W^  iS  «*>  *^W  **  **♦  U  H?  ck  >^  -\r  't  ^  rH- 

• 

**•  W  A.  j*i  &■  it  iiv  i;1.*  X;  <*  is 
f"  lT  l  ^  "***        w         "^  ~~*  7^ 

i.*»tA.  r  * -,-.  ^L,  -^    v-    —  An    :-    ->    v~   K  ^  ^    &   JP  *•  ^  ^ 
;  -*  •**  $-/«u  ,-iari  p«  5.   ^  .>*>  ^  -4<   -53   ^   <,«,.-  •*«>  .**»•  ;<j;  c    "i1   f- 

■    ^^^^tSfe*,^l^|?c^  ^.H^%T,f^^^J 

?2/ir  ?t  ^"  jpf  i^-  m  ^  &  H  V:  4*  aa  ^  fi  »*>  ^  «*  J* 

g*  ft  /v  #^  ^  *&  r%  fr  H?  ^  S*  ^*  ^  *' "  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

frt^ir.  .^-rV^c  '■^^W4***  ^u^^i^^i^it 

Si>>  4  +>  #■  &  '#  :£  ^  *  ***  1-7  ~  **  ^  ^  ■*■  ^ H  ^ 

,    ||  ,■ ;;  \^.J  ■  ?■■ ;           V****  ■ 

fyfr^m^ftt^S^^t' #&$»&-&*  * 

&      iisuwiii 

m 

?-&mmmmH-^im&'$:^%wm 


ESPOSIZIONE-lNTERJMAZIONALE 
A    DELLE-INDVSTRIEE-DELLAVORp 
TORINO  I9il 

FVORI  CONCORSO 


Diploma  for  the  Grand  Prize  from  the  Interna- 
tional Exposition  in   Italy,   awarded   to   Mrs. 
Yu  Shen-sheo  for  her  embroidery  work. 
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Letter  from  the  Itajian  Minister  to 
China  to  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  referring  to 
the  gold  watch  awarded  to  Mrs.  Yu  by  the 
Emperor  and  Empress  of  Italy  for  her 
embroidered  portrait. 
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The  "Fuh  Shou"  Embroidery  Institute  in  Soochow, 
founded  by  Mrs.  Yu  Shei:-sheo  and  her  husband. 
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{ The  Imperial  Embroidery  School,  Peking,  founded  by 

Prince  Tsai  Chen  of  the  TVing  Dynasty,  of  which 

Mrs.  Yu  Shen-^heo  was  the  headmistress. 


The  Girls'  Industrial  School,  Tungchow,  of  which 

H.    E.    Chang    Chien    is    the    founder    and 

Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo  the  headmistress  and 

teacher   in   embroidery. 


Other  embroidered  articles  for  the  1915 
Panama  Exposition 

BY 

The  Soochow  Students, 

UNDER    THE    SUPERVISION    OF 

Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo, 

EXHIBITED    BY 

H.  E.  Chang  Chien, 

Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 
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Portrait  of  H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce  and  the  Foremost 
Industrial  Promoter  of  China. 
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The  Great  Wall  of  China. — An  Embroidered  Picture. 
Embroiderer:     Mrs.  Lee  Tsai-chun,  Soocnow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor:     H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tungchow,  Kiangsu. 
Size:     37"x26".  Value:     $90. 
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A  Pastoral  Scene  in  North  China. — An  Embroidered 
Picture. 
Embroiderer:     Miss  Tsai  Tseun,  Soochow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor:     H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tungchow,  Kiangsu. 
•  Size :     37"  x  26".  Value :     $124. 
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Battle  of  the  Alma. — An  Embroidered  Picture. 
Embroiderer:     Miss  Chang  Shuh-teh,  Soochow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor:     H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tungchow,  Kiangsu. 
Size:     35"x24".  Value:     $124. 
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A  Swiss  Landscape  — An  Embroidered  Picture. 
Embroiderer:     Miss  Lee  Sze-shui,  Soochow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor:     H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tungchow,  Kiangsu. 
Size:     45"x31".  Value:     *230. 
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Hunting  with  Dogs. — An  Embroidered  Picture. 
Embroiderer:     Miss  Shen  Lih,  Soochow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor:     H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tungchow,  Kiangsu 
Size:     43"x30".  Value:     $140. 
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The  Gambolling  Cats. — An  Embroidered  Picture. 
Embroiderer:     Miss  King  Tsing-fun,  Soochow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor :  H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tunchow,  Kiangsu. 
Size:     24"x20".  Value:     $120. 
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The  Spirited  Horses. — An  Embroidered  Picture. 
Embroiderer :     Miss  Shen  Shui-tseng,  Soochow. 
Supervisor:     Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo,  Soochow. 
Exhibitor :     H.  E.  Chang  Chien,  Tungchow,  Kiangsu. 
Diameter:     6".  Value:     $30. 


Mr.  Yu  Ohio,  D.  Litt.,  husband  of  Mrs.  Yu  Shen-sheo: 
receiver  of  the  Decoration  of  the  Fourth  Grade  ;  founder  of 
the  Full  Shou  Embroidery  Institute  at  Soochow ;  and 
special  delegate  appointed  by  the  Chinese  Government  to 
the  Panama  International  Exposition. 
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